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Seva Organisation of Tamil Nadu has started 
rural development in about 50 villages, most 
of which are in Kancheepuram district. Water 
purification systems have been set up to meet 
the need for safe and pure drinking water of 
these villagers. Secondly, plants like papaya, 
curry leaves, drumstick, coriander and coconut 
are being grown in these villages to eradicate 
diseases caused by malnutrition. Besides, 
the villagers are being provided opportunities 
to make them self-reliant. Special efforts are 
being made to empower rural youth for their 
development as ideal citizens who understand 
the purpose of life. 

In the first part of the year 2007, the Youth 
Wing of Kancheepuram district has installed 
purified drinking water systems in four villages: 
Chellampattidai, O.M. Manglam, Sivapuram 
and Illambiyan Kattur, and in two rural schools: 

RCM Middle School in Chellampattidai and Don 
Bosco Residential School in Sahayathottam. 
The population of the areas currently covered is 
more than 5,500. The students of the two rural 
schools covered by the purified water systems 

hail from over 36 villages. The villagers and 
the rural school students are delighted to drink 
bacteria-free purified water.

Don Bosco Residential School is located 
in a remote village (Sahayathottam) far away 
from the main road and lacks basic facilities. 
Approximately 500 students including 
destitutes and wards of poor peasants are 
studying in the school. The water purifier 
installed in the school caters to the needs of 
the staff and students of the school. The Father 
of the Roman Catholic Mission who is also the 
Correspondent/Head Master of the School has 
expressed his gratitude by sending a letter 
to the District President of Kancheepuram, 
admiring Bhagavan for inspiring Sai volunteers 
to render selfless service. He also expressed 
his desire to associate himself with the future 
service activities of the Organisation in that 
village.

In another instance, Sister Elizabeth Rose, 
the Headmistress of RCM Middle School 
at Chellampattidai expressed her gratitude 

The Sai Organisation of Tamil Nadu has installed 
water purification systems in two rural schools 
and four villages in the first phase of its rural 

empowerment programme.
Bhagavan’s photo being received by the 

Headmistress of RCM Middle School, 
Chellampattidai where a water purifier has been 
installed by the Sai Organisation of Tamil Nadu 

for the benefit of the students and staff.
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to the Sai Youth and the District President 
during their visits to the school to ascertain the 
proper functioning of the water purifier. She 
came to the Siva Temple in her neighbouring 
village and offered thanksgiving prayers at the 
temple, showing respect for the service activity 
rendered by the Sai Youth. 

To mitigate malnutrition in the adopted 
villages, nutritive plants were distributed to 
each and every house. The necessity for 
growing such plants with nutritive values was 
explained to the inhabitants by distributing a 
pamphlet in Tamil. In the month of May 2007, 
Sai Youth of Kancheepuram district started the 
distribution of saplings of drumstick, papaya 
and curry leaves in over 17 villages in the district 
and its peripherals. This was done over the 
weekends with over 70 Sai Youth participating 
in each distribution. It was a pleasant sight to 
watch the youth take off in different directions 
in four open tractors and closed vans loaded 
with saplings. The saplings were received with 
great delight by the villagers. Phase 1 has 
covered distribution of over 2,200 saplings, 
one to each household. 

After the completion of the distribution of 
the nutritive plants, it was necessary to have 
regular follow-up visits to ascertain that the 
plants were cared to grow well, to review 
welfare of the inhabitants and well-being of the 
villagers. It was planned that the youth from 
Kancheepuram district should visit the villages 
on rotation during every weekend (Sundays). 
On an average, 12 to 20 youth join together, 
carry their food and reach the villages by two 
wheelers. They get dispersed from a place, 
centre to all the villages, interact with the 
inhabitants, ensure effective functioning of 
installed water purifier and its usage by the 
dwellers and ascertain proper growth of 

plants. They meet rural youth and speak about 
the importance of Seva, welfare of the youth 
and their settlement in life, quantifying the 
future needs of the villagers. 

Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand: Improve-
ment in sanitation and checking of spreading 
of diseases in adopted villages of the State is 
being achieved through construction of flush 
type latrines and soak pits. The villagers are 
actively participating in this activity in a big way 
and the labour involved in the work is being 
provided by them. 

22 children of the women jail inmates 
in Lucknow are being helped by the Sai 
Organisation in their education by paying 
their school fees and by providing books and 
stationery to them.

Khajur village in Noida has been adopted 
by the Sai Youth. While surveying the village, 
it was noticed that villagers were afflicted with 
skin diseases because the hand pumps they 
were using for drinking water were only 6-7 
m deep. As a first step, two deep bore (36-45 
m), good quality hand pumps were installed 
at convenient points. The villagers are very 
happy and grateful to Bhagavan Baba for this 
facility provided to them. Sai Youth have also 
been advising the villagers not to waste water, 
the precious gift of God, and to keep the area 
neat and clean. 

Noida Samithi organises three blood 
donation camps in a year with the help of 
doctors from AIIMS, New Delhi. For the camp 
held on 13th May 2007, advance door-to-door 
campaigning for 15 days was done by the Sai 
Youth of the area. As a result, 150 persons 
turned up to offer blood. However, only 111 

units were accepted by the doctors for their 
blood bank. 
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West Bengal: Four State-level Youth 
Conferences were organised. The first 
conference was organised on 17th June 
2007 at Sodepur, North 24 Paraganas in 
which about 400 youth from Kolkata, Howrah, 
Hooghly, North 24 Paraganas, South 24 
Paraganas and Nadia districts participated. 
The second conference was held at Kolabari, 
Darjeeling South on 24th June 2007 in which 
around 1,500 youth from Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri, 
Coochbehar and Dinajpur took part. The next 
conference was held at Suri, Birbhum on 8th 
July 2007 which attracted about 400 youth 
from Birbhum, Burdwan and Murshidabad. 
The final conference was held at Kharagpur on 
15th July 2007 in which youth from Midnapore 
West, Midnapore East, Bankura and Purulia 
took part.

A two-day training camp for Bal Vikas Guru 
Master Trainers was organised at Sri Sathya 
Sai Seva Kendra, Barrackpore on 28th and 
29th April 2007. More than 100 senior Gurus 
from all the districts attended this camp and 
learnt new techniques to make the Bal Vikas 
movement more effective. Eminent speakers 

from the Sai Organisation and professional 
guests addressed the Gurus. The trainers 
will take the essence of this training to every 
district to strengthen the Bal Vikas movement. 
Youth members actively helped in organising 
the camp and expressed their resolve to carry 
forward the Bal Vikas movement in the coming 
years.

In the last two years, Sai Youth of North 
24 Paraganas have been organising drinking 
water distribution camp and Iftaar Party 
during festivals for our Muslim brothers. This 
year, another step was taken when Sai Youth 

undertook crowd control work inside Hazrat 
Khwaza Shah Zahar Ali Mosque at Belghoria 
B.T. Road on the auspicious occasion of his 
birthday. The youth dressed in white, wearing 
suitable caps and the scarf and badge of 
Seva Dal worked efficiently to control the 
mammoth crowd. A drinking water camp was 
also organised opposite to the mosque where 
scented drinking water and sugar candy were 
distributed to the devotees. The mosque 
authorities were highly impressed with this 
work and have invited the Sai Organisation to 
do this work every year. 

Four State-level Youth Conferences were 
organised by the Sai Organisation of West 

Bengal in June-July 2007. The photo shows 
one such conference in progress.

Sai Youth of West Bengal doing Seva in Hazrat 
Khwaja Shah Ali Mosque during a festival.
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CHINNA  KATHA

God asked Maya to leave Him and go away as 
she was bringing a bad name to Him. 

MayaMaya

nce God called Maya and 
said to her, “Maya! I am getting a 
bad name due to you; all call Me 

Mayopadhi (one with the vesture of Maya). 
This has affected My reputation. Therefore, 
go away immediately. Hereafter, I do not want 
any association with you. Leave Me and get 
lost.”

Folding her hands in supplication, Maya 
replied with great humility, “Oh God! I will 
surely obey Your command. But if You tell me 
the place where You are not present, I will go 
to that place.” Smilingly, God said, “There is no 

place where I am not present. You and I are 
inseparable. I put this question to you only to 
get this reply from you.”

What is meant by Maya? Body attachment 
is Maya. This is the root cause of ignorance. 
But how to overcome Maya? It can be 
achieved only by the grace of God. Divinity is 
within you only. To make it the subject of your 
experience is the main objective of your life. 
Only this can bestow eternal bliss on you. This 
body is impermanent. Do not develop undue 
attachment to it. Perform spiritual practices 
with total faith in the veracity of this truth.   

Unfortunately, there is a widespread opinion circulating freely that education is 
for jobs and not for the expansion of illumination. This is deplorable. Wisdom 
is illumination. It is the aim of education to radiate that light of wisdom. Such 
wisdom bestows upon man real power. – Baba

“Oh God! I will surely obey your command. 
But if You tell me the place where You are not 
present, I will go to that place,”  replied Maya 

with great humility. 
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