


AVATAR VANI

ATI RUDRA MAHA YAJNA
DIVINE DISCOURSE: 1

YAJNAS FOSTER DIVINE
NATURE OF MAN

The day people took to fascination for English language, knowledge of one’s own
religion and language declined. When knowledge of one’s own religion and language
declined, love for one’s culture disappeared. When Ilove for culture disappeared,
righteousness declined on earth. When righteousness declined and disappeared
from earth, Bharat lost its exalted position. Oh Bharatiyas! Open your eyes and be
alert to the situation at least now. Oh men of noble qualities! What more can | explain

and convey?

Embodiments of Love!

HARAT IS PAVITRA BHUMI,
B Thyaga Bhumi, Punya Bhumi (land

of sacredness, sacrifice and merit). It
is the land where a number of chaste women
took birth.

It is the birthplace of Savitri who brought
her dead husband back to life by the power of
her chastity. Is there any other country in the
entire world where a chaste woman could bring
her deceased husband back to life? It is the
sacred land which gave birth to Chandramati
who extinguished the wild fire with the power
of truth. It is the land where Sita was born,
who entered the fire and came out unscathed
establishing her chastity and purity. She never
raised her head and never looked at Ravana
even for a moment during her confinement
in Lanka. Damayanti, who reduced an evil-
minded hunter to ashes with the power of her
chastity, was she not born in this land? This
great land of Bharat is virtually an ocean of
noble qualities. The entire race of Bharat is
resplendent with chastity and purity.
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(Telugu Poem)

Bharat is, in fact, a teacher of all the
countries of the world. Though all men in this
country cannot claim such great sacredness
and nobility, every woman here is truly chaste,
truthful and righteous. The women of Bharat
never oppose or deride their husbands. Where
else would Lord Siva incarnate except in this
sacred land of Bharat? (loud applause)

OO

This Yajna is being conducted for
the welfare of the world. A very
important aspect of this Yajna is
that it will protect and foster the

divine nature of man. At the same

time, it will eradicate his demonic
qualities. Thus, it will promote the
welfare of humanity. This Yajna can
be performed by anyone interested
in the welfare of mankind.

OO OOOOOOOOO



God Incarnates on Earth to Re-establish
Dharma

One cannot attain the vision of God
merely by doing worship, performing Vratas
or conducting rituals like Yajna. It is only by
developing purity of heart and noble qualities
that one can have the vision of God. God is
omnipresent. He is the creator, sustainer and
destroyer of all the objects and beings of the
universe. Every object in this universe is a

gift of God who is immanent in all of them.
Easwara Sarva Bhutanam (God is the indweller
of all beings). Isavasyam Idam Sarvam (the
entire universe is permeated by God). Hence,
whatever object you observe, do not consider
it merely inert matter; it is a form of divinity.
(Bhagavan showing a handkerchief)
You may say, this is a cloth. But it

is not really so. It is a combination

of threads. But, that is also not its correct
description. The threads come from cotton
which is the source of cloth. Similarly, God is the
source of everything. Nirgunam, Niranjanam,
Sanathana Niketanam, Nitya, Shuddha,
Buddha, Mukta, Nirmala Swarupinam (God is
attributeless, unsullied, final abode, eternal,
pure, enlightened, free and embodiment
of sacredness). God is called by different
names by different people, but He is beyond

People have started realising the glory
of the Vedas now; you can find even
women chanting the Vedic Mantras.

Men and women appear to be different

so far as their body structure is
concerned, but there is no difference
between them as regards the learning
of the Vedas and chanting of Vedic
Mantras. The Vedas are replete with
divine mysteries and deep spiritual
truths. Rudram forms a very important
section of Krishna Yajur Veda. Rudram
is generally understood to be a prayer
to Lord Rudra. In fact, it is the essence
of all the Vedas, viz., Rig Veda, Yajur
Veda, Sama Veda and Atharvana Veda.

OO

all names and forms. He is all-pervading.
Sarvatah Panipadam (His hands and feet
are everywhere). Wherever you see, it is only
God who exists. All the world is the reaction,
reflection and resound of God. You see your
body. Butitis like a water bubble. The mindis a
bundle of thoughts. Hence, one should

not lead one’s life depending solely on

the body and the mind. No doubt, the
gy e oy e e e I g e D
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body is a gift of God. But we are born to offer
everything to God that has been given by Him.
Lord Krishna declared: Mamaivamsho Jivaloke
Jivabhuta Sanathana (the eternal Atma in all
beings is a part of My Being). Hence, you are
not a mere human being. The name that you
bear has been given to you by your parents. In
fact, at the time of your birth you had no name
at all. Therefore, man cannot be identified with
the body which is temporary and impure. He is
essentially divine. That is why God incarnates
on earth in human form from time to time to
make man realise his divine origin. Whenever
righteousness declines, God incarnates to
uphold it as declared by Lord Krishna in the
Gita.
Yada Yada Hi Dharmasya Glanir Bhavati
Bharata,
Abhyutthanamadharmasya
Srujamyaham.

Tadatmanam
(Sanskrit Verse)

(Oh Arjuna! When there is a decline in Dharma
and rise in Adharma, | incarnate for the
establishment of Dharma.)

Intoday’s world, righteousness has declined
and truth has gone into oblivion. The whole
world today is beset with injustice, disorder,
indiscipline and unrighteousness. Faith in God
is the greatest truth of man’s life. Truth is God.
Love is God. Live in Love. Lead your life with
love. There can be no life without love. Love
God to receive His love. It is by love alone that
God can be attained.

The
Truths

As stated by the Pandit (head priest) who
spoke just now, Rudram consists of Namaka
and Chamaka, the Mantras of which are full of
great power. Rudram occurs in Krishna
Yajur Veda which is the source of many
Sastras (scriptures), Itihasas (epics)
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Vedas Contain Deep Spiritual
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and Puranas (mythologies). Unfortunately, the
Vedas lost their pre-eminent position because
there were very few people who chanted Vedic
Mantras regularly. The study of the Vedas is
very beneficial for all as they are rich in spiritual
knowledge and contain the fundamental
principles governing man’s life. The Vedas
are the gift of God for the welfare of the entire
mankind. Vedic Mantras can be chanted by
one and all without any distinction whatsoever
of religion, caste, nationality, etc. (Swami then
called on the dais two students, one belonging
to Russia and the other to America, and asked
them to chant Vedic Mantras in front of the
entire gathering. They chanted Sri Suktam and
Rudram together with correct pronunciation
and perfect intonation to the joy and surprise
of one and all.)

It is Swami’s wish that the people of all
countries, irrespective of religion, caste,
nationality, etc., should learn Vedas and chant
Vedic Mantras. Learning of the Vedas is not
limited only to Indians or to people belonging
to Brahmin caste. The other day, some people
from Iran and Iraq came to Puttaparthi. The
devotees from Iran are still here. We are
making efforts to teach Vedas to all. The Vedas
remove all types of sorrow. The Yajna that is
now being performed does not have a limited
objective like that of Putrakameshti Yajna or
Aswamedha Yajna. It is for the welfare and
emancipation of the entire mankind. A few
fortunate ones are learning the Vedas and
propagating them. However, there are some
unfortunate people who learn the Vedas but
do not make any effort to share this knowledge
with others. However, the students of Sri
Sathya Sai educational institutions learn the
Vedas and share this knowledge with others.
In order to learn the Vedas, one should
acquire the knowledge of Sanskrit to

begin with.
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Vinay Kumar has been appointed
as the Youth Wing leader of Sri Sathya
Sai Seva Organisation, Karnataka State.
He is entrusted with the responsibility of
mobilising the youth of Karnataka to learn
the Vedas and spread their message.
Youth Wing leaders of other States of
India like Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, etc.,
have also been appointed for this purpose.
Similarly, the youth of other countries
of the world are learning all the Vedas,
especially the Rig Veda.

We should not neglect the Vedas. The
secret of the entire creation is contained
in them. They reveal to us the goal and
purpose of life. In fact, they are the
repositories of all knowledge. They set the
norms of the four stages of man’s life —
Brahmacharya (celibate stage), Grihastha
(householder stage), Vanaprastha
(recluse stage) and Sannyasa (renunciant
stage). People have started realising the
glory of the Vedas now; you can find even
women chanting the Vedic Mantras. Men
and women appear to be different so far
as their body structure is concerned, but
there is no difference between them as
regards the learning of the Vedas and
chanting of Vedic Mantras. The Vedas

on Virakti (detachment) whereas
Chamaka dwells on desires for this
and that. What is to be discarded
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are
replete with divine mysteries and deep spiritual
truths. Rudram forms a very important section
of Krishna Yajur Veda. Rudram is generally
understood to be a prayer to Lord Rudra. In
fact, it is the essence of all the Vedas, viz., Rig
Veda, Yajur Veda, Sama Veda and Atharvana
Veda. Another important feature of Rudram
is the Ekatwa (unity) between its two parts,
Namaka and Chamaka. Namaka lays stress

L._.

The study of the Vedas is very beneficial for
all as they are rich in spiritual knowledge
and contain the fundamental principles
governing man’s life. The Vedas are the gift
of God for the welfare of the entire mankind.
Vedic Mantras can be chanted by one and
all without any distinction whatsoever of
religion, caste, nationality, etc.

OO OOOOOOOO

and what is to be desired? That which is evil
is to be discarded and all that is good is to be
desired. Understanding of both these aspects
is essential for man.

Realise the Principle of Oneness of
God

People generally think that giving up of
family life, house, land and other forms of
wealth is Thyaga (sacrifice). But this is not
true sacrifice. This can be done easily. One
who renounces the fruits of his desires and
actions is a true renunciant. One has

to understand the purpose of human
birth. We are not born merely to eat,
i 2o e el 2 e e o
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drink and make merry. Human birth is given to
us to help our fellow human beings. Help Ever,
Hurt Never. Do not hurt or harm anybody. Do
not speak harsh words. Do not criticise anyone.
To criticise others is the greatest sin. Do not
criticise even your enemy.

Human body is made up of Pancha Bhutas
(five elements). It consists of Panchendriyas
(five senses) which crave for the fulfiiment of
desires. However, there are also certain values
like Sathya (truth), Dharma (righteousness),
Santhi (peace), Prema (love) and Ahimsa
(non-violence) which are inherent in us. These
have to be brought out and manifested in our
daily life. This process is called educare. The
knowledge acquired from the study of books
can be termed as education. This is not the
type of learning that we have to acquire. What
we should acquire is educare, by which the
noble qualities that are immanent in us are
manifested in our life. This is the sacred internal
path which requires self-effort and does not
depend upon the reading of books written by
others. Educare is, in fact, the gift of God. It
can be attained only by God’s grace and by no
other means. Therefore, one should constantly
contemplate on God. Sarvada Sarva Kaleshu
Sarvatra Hari Chintanam (everywhere, at all
times, under all circumstances contemplate on
God). That is real devotion.

We may call God by any name, Rama,
Krishna, Jesus or Allah, but God is one. These
are all the different names ascribed to God.
Ekam Sath Viprah Bahudha Vadanti (truth is
one, but the wise refer to it by various names).
Hence, we should never make any distinction
between the different names of God.

Ornaments are many; gold is one,

Cows are of many colours, milk

is one. (Telugu
g g o g g
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Poem)

One should have an open heart to know the
mysteries of God. There is nothing wrong in
worshipping God by the name of your liking.
But it is wrong to revile other names and forms
of God. Some people have Narayana as their
Ishta Devata (chosen deity), but they do not
like Siva. This is a big mistake because Siva
and Narayana are the two names of the same
God. God is one, but He is worshipped in
many names and forms. He who realises this
oneness will have peace of mind. One who
loves one form of God and hates another can
have no fulfilment in life. It is not only for the
youth to realise this principle of oneness; all
should follow this and put it into practice in
their life. It is God who protects the world. The
name of God is more powerful than even the
most powerful bomb. God’s name protects that
which is good and annihilates all that is evil.
Hence, if you worship God, the whole world
will be protected.

Youth should Learn and Propagate the
Vedas

This Yajna is being conducted for the
welfare of the world. A very important aspect
of this Yajna is that it will protect and foster
the divine nature of man. At the same time,
it will eradicate his demonic qualities. Thus,
it will promote the welfare of humanity. This
Yajna can be performed by anyone interested
in the welfare of mankind. The material and
other resources for conducting this Yajna have
been arranged by Vinay Kumar. He undertook
the job lovingly and performed it almost single-
handedly. Many people came forward to give
rice, fruits, vegetables and other materials, but
he did not accept anything from anyone.

The expenditure for conducting this
Yajna involves a large amount of
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money. He arranged the entire material for this
Yajna by himself. | wish that every State has
such dedicated youth leaders. He is doing a lot
of service. | am very happy with his service. He
declined all offers of help for conducting this
Yajna, saying, “Sai is with me; He alone will
help me.”

He was married ten years ago. Both he
and his wife are serving Swami. When the
proposal to conduct this Yajna was placed
before Me, | asked them, “Dear ones! Do you
propose to conduct this Yajna with the desire
to have a son?” They replied in one voice that
that was not their desire and motive of their
prayer. Then | enquired what else they wished
to have. Their reply was, “Swami! We want
You only!” | have not heard such a reply so
far from any couple. True to his name, Vinay
Kumar is doing a lot of good work with love
and humility. His father was an Income Tax
Commissioner. He was a friend of Lakshmi
Narayana. They were together for a long time.
Now Vinay Kumar and Lakshmi Narayana are
working together to organise this Yajna. Vinay
Kumar treats him like his own father. Such
noble souls and youth leaders are needed in
the world more and more. When the leaders
are good and competent, the whole world will
progress and prosper. The world has come
to this sad state due to lack of good leaders.
Nowadays, we rarely find good leaders in
any field, be it the field of education, politics,
religion or spirituality. Wherever you see, all
human endeavours are beset with craze for
money. Everything is business.

However, money is not the consideration so
faras Sri Sathya Sai Organisation is concerned.
Everything is free in our Organisation.
Education from 1st Standard to the
Ph.D. level is totally free. Same is the
case with our hospitals. Our General
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Hospitals and Super Speciality Hospitals are
providing medical services totally free of cost.
The hospitals outside charge three to four lakh
rupees for performing a heart operation. How
can poor people pay such a huge amount? It
is beyond their means. The medical services
including the specialist services are totally
free in our hospitals. Poor people come to our
hospitals for treatment without having even a
rupee in their pocket and return to their places
completely cured of their diseases. We should
render all services free of cost. | wish that all
our Seva Dal members and college students
render free service. Thereby, they will attain
Swami’s grace. You may forget anything, but
never forget the Name of God.

(Bhagavan sang the Bhajan, “Hari Bhajan
Bina Sukha Santhi Nahi ...” and continued His
Discourse.)

Embodiments of Love!

Ati Rudra Maha Yajna is most sacred and
highly efficacious. The lives of all those who
participate in it will be sanctified. There will be
11 Ritwiks (priests) performing the Yajna at
each Yajna Kunda. There are 11 such Yajna
Kundas. Thus, there will be 121 Ritwiks who
will perform the Yajna. For each Yajna Kunda,
there will be one person, who will look after
everything concerning the rituals. All the people
connected with the Yajna will work in unity
to make it a success. It is only by unity that
anything can be achieved. From unity comes
purity which ultimately leads to divinity. Hence,
all should conduct themselves as brothers and
sisters. If, for any reason you get angry on a
particular occasion, consider anger as your
enemy and get rid of it. Kama (desire), Krodha

(anger), Lobha (greed), Moha (delusion),

Continued on page 279 ...
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Yajna being performed in 11 Yajna Kundas in Sai Kulwant Hall.

NEW DIMENSION WAS ADDED
A to the fostering of the Vedas and

Vedic lore when Bhagavan Sri
Sathya Sai Baba blessed the performance of
Ati Rudra Maha Yajna at Prasanthi Nilayam
from 9th to 20th August 2006. Ati Rudra
Maha Yajna is one of the most sacred forms
of worship of Lord Siva, who is the conqueror
of death and embodiment of infinite mercy,
compassion and love. Performed with the
objective of promoting the welfare of the entire
mankind and establishing peace, love and
harmony in the world, it was a significant step
in the purification of the world’s environment
vitiated by hatred, greed, violence and other
evil propensities of man. Bhagavan
Sri Sathya Sai Baba who is Himself
Siva-Sakthi Swarupa (embodiment
Aer e e e e e s o
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of Siva and Sakthi), graced the occasion by
His Divine Presence on all the days of the
Yajna both in the morning and evening and
blessed the participants and priests with His
benedictions and Divine Discourses. Huge
concourse of devotees thronged Prasanthi
Nilayam to witness this grand spectacle of
immense spiritual significance.

The Yajna  programme  comprised
Abhisheka (sacred bath) of a specially installed
Siva Linga, Parayana of Rudram (chanting of
sacred Mantras of Siva worship) by 121 priests
and students along with Linga Puja (worship of
Linga), and offering of sacred oblations in 11
specially constructed Yajna Kundas with sacred
Vedic Mantras, more particularly Rudram
and Sai Gayatri. Besides, there were

illuminating talks on spiritual topics

by a galaxy of learned speakers, and



presentation of devotional music programmes
by well-known musicians and the students of
Sri Sathya Sai Institute of Higher Learning,
Prasanthi Nilayam. The venue of the Yajna
was Sai Kulwant Hall which was beautifully
decorated with colourful buntings, charming

A view of the beautiful Yajna Mandap that was
set up in Sai Kulwant Hall. The picture shows the
priests doing Rudra Parayana in the Mandap.

festoons and plantain leaves. A beautiful Yajna
Mandap was set up in the centre of the Hall
where 11 Yajna Kundas were made according
to the scriptural injunctions. The decorations
of the Yajna Mandap was as beautiful and
natural as it was innovative. The material used
for decoration was bamboos, coconuts, mango
leaves, plantain leaves, coconut leaves and
fresh flowers. An altar was also set up in the
Yajna Mandap where 138 Kalashas containing
water of all the sacred rivers of India were
installed for Kalasha Puja (worship of pots
containing sacred water). Besides, many other
Kalashas were placed along the sides of Yajna
Mandap.

Inaugural Ceremony

Bhagavan was offered a traditional
welcome with Poornakumbham by the
chief priest when He came out of His
abode, Yajur Mandir to shower the
S e e e ol e

bliss of His Darshan on the devotees in Sai
Kulwant Hall at 2.30 p.m. on 9th August 2006.
Bhagavan came to Sai Kulwant Hall in a grand
procession led by Nadaswaram musicians
and Veda chanting priests. After coming to
the dais, Bhagavan graciously inaugurated the
programme by lighting the sacred lamp at 2.45
p.m. amidst chanting of sacred Vedic Mantras
by the students and priests. This was followed
by an excellently rendered invocation song on
the glory of Bhagavan Baba addressing Him
as Ati Rudra Maha Yajna Purusha and Sathya
Sai Guru Mahadeva.

In his introductory speech, Sri Vinay Kumar,
youth organiser of the Yajna, said that Ati
Rudra was the highest among the four forms
of worship of Lord Siva, the other three being
Rudra, Ekadasa Rudra and Maha Rudra.
Referring to the performance of this Yajna as
an historic event, Sri Vinay Kumar expressed
gratitude to Bhagavan for providing this sacred
and rare opportunity to devotees to witness and
participate in it. This was followed by a brief
speech by Sri D. Lakshmi Narayana, former
Income Tax Commissioner, who coordinated
the organisation of this Yajna along with Sri
Vinay Kumar. He remarked that Bhagavan
had showered His grace on the youth by
permitting them to organise this Yajna in His
Divine Presence. He hoped that the youth in
other parts of the country would follow this
noble example set by the youth of Karnataka.
After this, the chief priest, Sri Nanjunda Dixit
addressed the gathering. The learned Vedic
scholar said that the concept of worship of
Lord Siva by the performance of Ati Rudra
Yajna had been propounded by ancient saints
and sages of Bharat. But the performance of
this Yajna at Prasanthi Nilayam was a unique
event because it was being performed

in the Divine Presence of Bhagavan
who is Himself the incarnation of
[l e e el e e e
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Siva, said Sri Nanjunda Dixit. Giving the details
of the Yajna, the learned priest said that 11
priests would perform Rudra Homa at each of
the 11 Yajna Kundas daily in addition to Linga
Abhisheka and Linga Puja along with 11 Rudra
Parayanas by 121 priests daily for 11 days,
making a total of 14,641 Rudra Parayanas
which was the prescribed number for Ati Rudra
Maha Yajna. In the end, Bhagavan blessed
the huge gathering of devotees, priests and
students with His Divine Discourse. The
Vedas, Bhagavan said, were the source of
all knowledge and the repositories of ultimate
wisdom and spiritual truths. Everybody,
Bhagavan added, could chant the Vedas
without any distinction of caste, colour, creed,
religion or nationality and derive benefit from
chanting because they contained eternal
and universal truths. Bhagavan asked two
overseas students to chant Vedic Mantras in
front of the gathering and said that it was His
wish that Veda chanting should be done by
the people belonging to all the countries of the
world irrespective of their religion or race. (Full
text of Bhagavan’s Discourse has been given
elsewhere in this issue of “Sanathana Sarathi”.)
After the Discourse of Bhagavan, Abhisheka
and Puja of the Linga installed in Sai Kulwant
Hall was done and Arati was offered to it. The
programme came to a close at 6.45 p.m. with
chanting of Mantra Pushpam by the priests
and students. Prasadam was distributed to all
in the end.

Performance of the Yajna

On 10th August 2006, Sai Kulwant Hall
started reverberating with sweet notes of
Mangalavadyam by Nadaswaram musicians
and Vedic chants of priests at 5.30 a.m.
Bhagavan came to the Hall at 6.10 a.m. and
blessed the mammoth gathering of devotees

A
Abhisheka and Puja of the Linga, symbolising
the manifest form of Siva, was performed along
with Rudra Parayana. (Inset) Beautiful jewel
materialised by Bhagavan at the time of Prana
Pratishtha of the Linga.
in the Hall with His Divine Darshan. After
His arrival on the dais, Bhagavan went near
the Siva Linga and performed the sacred
ceremonies of Prana Pratishtha (energising
with life principle), Namakarana (naming) and
Kumbha Abhisheka (bathing) of the Linga at
6.20 a.m. surcharging it with divine power. It
was named Sayeeswara Linga. Bhagavan
also materialised a beautiful jewel in the
resemblance of three lines of Vibhuti mark on
the forehead of Siva with a ruby in its centre
symbolising his third eye. The chief priest
decorated the Linga with this divine creation
of exquisite beauty amidst Vedic chants of
the priests and joyous notes of Nadaswaram

musicians.

Bhagavan returned to the dais and occupied
His seatat6.30 a.m. Two priests then produced
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the sacred fire in the traditional way
by churning one piece of wood
over the other. They brought it to
Bhagavan for His blessings before
placing it in the Yajna Kundas. After
this, the chief priest described the
importance of the Ati Rudra Maha |
Yajna and gave details of Linga :
Abhisheka, Rudra Parayana, Rudra |
Homa and other rituals which were
proposed to be performed on 11
days from 10th to 20th August. At
7.30 a.m., the chief priest started
the Panchamrita Abhisheka and
Puja of the Sayeeswara Linga
amidst Vedic chants. Collective
Rudra Parayana by 121 priests began soon
after Linga Abhisheka and Linga Puja. A unique
feature of this Parayana was that the students
of Sri Sathya Sai schools and colleges also
did Parayana along with the priests. After the
completion of each of the 11 Parayanas, Arati
was offered to the Linga. After completing 11
Parayanas, Puja of the Linga was performed
by offering flowers, silk clothes, basil garlands,
Bilva leaves and other sacred articles at the
Linga along with chanting of Vedic Mantras
of Linga worship. This was followed by Rudra
Homa by 11 priests on each of the 11 Yajna
Kundas presided over by a senior priest.
Oblations were offered in the sacred fire with
the chanting of Rudram by all the 121 priests
jointly, sanctifying the environment with highly
surcharged sacred vibrations. After Rudra
Homa, Sai Gayatri Homa was performed by
offering oblations in the sacrificial fire with the
chanting of Sai Gayatri.

Poornahuti of the Yajna

Linga Abhisheka, Linga Puja, Rudra
Parayana, Rudra Homa, Sai Gayatri Homa

Rudra Homa being performed by the priests- by
offering oblations in the sacred fire along

with chanting of Vedic Mantras.
and other connected rituals continued daily
for 11 days from 10th to 20th August 2006
when Poornahuti (final oblations) was offered
by Bhagavan to conclude this grand spiritual
event of far reaching importance. A sea of
humanity thronged Prasanthi Nilayam to
witness the grand spectacle of Poornahuti
of the Yajna on the morning of 20th August
2006. The programme of Linga Abhisheka
and Linga Puja started on this day at 4.00 a.m.
Rudra Parayana began at 5.00 a.m. when all
the priests jointly commenced the chanting
of Rudram. The students of Sai institutions
and many devotees also participated in the
chanting, filling the Hall with sacred sound
energy from where it radiated to all parts of the
universe. After completing the prescribed 11
Rudra Parayanas, the priests started Rudra
Homa. Bhagavan came to Sai Kulwant Hall
at 7.30 a.m. amidst sacred Vedic chants and
auspicious musical notes of Nadaswaram. As
the auspicious time of Poornahuti neared, all
the devotees in the Hall were filled with eager
expectation. At 8.05 a.m., the chief priest
started putting oblations in the Yajna fire with
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a long silver ladle instead of the usual short
wooden one while Rudra chanting continued
with full vigour and devotion by the priests,
students and devotees. At the conclusion of
Rudra Homa, Sai Gayatri Homa began at 8.15
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Poornahuti of the Ati Rudra Maha Yajna was

performed by Bhagavan on 20th August 2006 by

offering oblations in Yajna Kunda with
His Divine Hands.

a.m. At 8.30 a.m., Bhagavan went to the main
Yajna Kunda presided over by the chief priest
and offered Poornahuti by putting oblations
in the Yajna Kunda. A bundle of valuables
and precious clothes blessed by Bhagavan
was also offered in the Yajna Kunda amidst
loud joyous notes of music and sacred Vedic
chants. Thereafter, Kumbha Abhisheka of the
Linga was performed and sacred Kalasha
water blessed by Bhagavan was poured over
the Linga and Arati was offered to it.

After Poornahuti and Kumbha Abhisheka,
Bhagavan went into the rows of devotees and
sprinkled Teertham (sacred Kalasha water) on
them with His Divine Hands as a token of His
blessings on all after the successful completion
of the Ati Rudra Maha Yajna. While Bhagavan
sprinkled Teertham on the devotees, the
students sang Bhajans in praise of Siva and
all the priests performed Kumbha Abhisheka
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of the Linga by pouring sacred water from
the Kalashas worshipped during the course
of the Yajna. Soul-elevating Bhajans then
commenced at 9.00 a.m. in which thousands
joined with vigour and devotion. The Bhajans
came to a close at 9.20 a.m., after which the
final chanting of Rudram was done by all the
priests jointly. The programme of Ati Rudra
Maha Yajna came to a happy conclusion
with offer of Arati to Bhagavan at 9.40 a.m.
Prasadam was distributed to all in the end.

Talks by Learned Speakers

Besides witnessing the Linga Abhisheka,
Linga Puja and Rudra Homa, and hearing
Rudra Parayana, the devotees were blessed by
Bhagavan with His nectarine and illuminating
Discourses during the course of the Yajna.
In all, Bhagavan gave 10 Discourses during
the performance of the Yajna. Before the
Divine Discourses of Bhagavan, many learned
speakers addressed the august gathering
and shared their knowledge with them on a
variety of spiritual themes. All talks were given
in the afternoon sessions before Bhagavan’s
Discourses after the conclusion of usual Linga
Abhisheka and Linga Puja with sacred Vedic
chants. The speaker on 10th August 2006
was Sri N. Srikanta Rao, a learned Telugu
Pandit and Sanskrit scholar from Bangalore.
Sri Rao dwelt on the glory of Ati Rudra Maha
Yajna and emphasised the need for worship of
Lord Siva for peace and prosperity in the world
which was passing through difficult times due
to agitation and restlessness in the mind of
modern man.

On the afternoon of 11th August 20086,
Sri Subbaraya Sharma, a learned Vedic
scholar gave a talk on Dakshinamoorthy, the
incarnation of Lord Siva. Hailing Bhagavan Sri
Sathya Sai Baba as Dakshinamoorthy of this
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Age, Sri Sharma observed that in the Divine
Presence of Bhagavan, one experienced bliss
as one’s doubts melted away just as doubts of
people were dispelled by Dakshinamoorthy’s
divine power of silence.

Two learned speakers shared their thoughts
with the devotees on 12th August 2006. The
first speaker was Dr. R.L. Kashyap, Director,
Sri Aurobindo Kapali Sastry Institute of Vedic
Culture, Bangalore. Explaining the meaning
of various Mantras of Rudram, the learned
speaker observed that Mantras were not
ordinary words; they came from the highest
plane and revealed the power of the soul.
Dwelling on the significance of Namaka and
Chamaka, which form two parts of Rudram,
Dr. Kashyap remarked that the object of
chanting the Mantras of Rudram was to
harness the intense power of the mind in order
to achieve perfection in all spheres of life and
ultimately achieve the goal of life. The second
speaker, Sri S.V. Giri, former Vice Chancellor
of Sri Sathya Sai Institute of Higher Learning,
referred to the Ati Rudra Maha Yajna and
observed that Yajna was meant to internalise
knowledge and destroy hatred and other evil
propensities of man. Praising the work done
by the Youth Wing of Sri Sathya Sai Seva
Organisation of Karnataka in organising this
Yajna with meticulous planning, Sri Giri hoped
that the example set by the Youth Wing leader
Sri Vinay Kumar would be replicated by the
youth in other parts of the world.

Two eminent speakers addressed the
gathering on 13th August 2006. The first
speaker was a renowned educationist of
Karnataka, Dr. Gururaj Karjagi. The erudite
speaker explained deep spiritual
truths by narrating a number of
educative stories and explained that
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symbolism was the medium through which
common people could attain the knowledge
of reality. Giving an example, he said that the
idol of Ganesh is worshipped for a few days
and thereafter it is immersed in water after
attaining the knowledge of real Ganesh who
has no form or attribute. The second speaker
was Sri V. Srinivasan, All India President, Sri
Sathya Sai Seva Organisations. Referring to
the performance of Ati Rudra Maha Yajna
at Prasanthi Nilayam as an unprecedented
event, Sri Srinivasan observed that never in
human history had an Ati Rudra Maha Yajna
of this magnitude been performed and that
too in the presence of Rudra Himself who has
incarnated on earth in the form of Bhagavan Sri
Sathya Sai Baba. Sri Srinivasan complimented
the youth of Karnataka not only for the perfect
planning and execution of the Yajna, but also
for the spirit of unity, devotion, discipline and
sacrifice with which it was being conducted by
them.

On 14th August 2006, Prof. N.S.
Ramaswamy, former director of Indian
Institute of Management, Bangalore and at
present Chairman, Indian Heritage Academy,
Bangalore wasblessed by Bhagavantoaddress
the devotees. Prof. Ramaswamy observed
that at a time when the world was plagued
with conflicts, violence and restlessness,
Bhagavan Sri Sathya Sai Baba has incarnated
to restore peace, harmony and love between
man and man. 21st century, he said, belonged
to India and in essence to Bhagavan who has
practically demonstrated to the world how love
can unite people of all religions, cultures and
nationalities in the bond of brotherhood.

On 15th  August 2006, Dr.
Easwaran, Head of the Department
of Chemistry, St. Stephens College,
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Delhi addressed the gathering. Dr. Easwaran
beautifully illustrated through a number
of mythological stories that Bhagavan Sri
Sathya Sai Baba is none other than Lord Siva
Himself. Dwelling on the significance of the
Panchakshari Mantra “Om Namah Sivaya”,
the learned speaker observed that it contained
the essence of all the Vedas.

There were three speakers who addressed
the devotees on 16th August 2006. The first
speakerwas Swami Nirbhayananda Saraswati,
President, Ramakrishna Vivekananda Mission,
Bangalore. The learned speaker observed
that Rudram Mantras were lyrical, uplifting,
elevating and ennobling. Quoting from
scriptures, he said that one could attain health,
peace, prosperity and ultimately liberation by
chanting these Mantras with devotion. The next
speaker, Sri Kishan Bhagwath, an M.B.B.S.
student and an alumnus of Sri Sathya Sai Loka
Seva Pre-university College, Alike, observed
that a Poornavatar like Bhagavan Sri Sathya
Sai Baba came after thousands of years. It
was a great privilege to be His contemporaries
and a rare opportunity to take part in His
Divine Mission as His instruments, said Sri
Bhagwath. The third speaker of the day was
Sri Sanjay Mahalingam, a research scholar of
Sri Sathya Sai Institute of Higher Learning. Sri
Mahalingam said that real Yajna was internal
and it was to seek goodness, nobility, spiritual
eminence, splendour of our true Self, and to
offer all our desires in the Yajna Kunda for one
desire — to be one with God.

Two speakers were blessed by Bhagavan
to speak on 17th August 2006, the 9th day of
Ati Rudra Maha Yajna. The first speaker was
Dr. N. Gopalakrishnan, Director, Indian
Institute of Scientific and Cultural Her-
itage, Thiruvananthapuram. Speaking
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on the subject of science and spirituality, the
learned speaker likened the Tandava Nritya
of Siva to the rhythmic movement of heavenly
bodies in the universe and the dance of
electrons in an atom, which was the source of
stupendous energy. Referring to Sai Samithis
as atomic reactors of Bhagavan’s love, the
learned speaker observed that the divine
energy of Bhagavan’s love was vibrating in
the whole world and was uniting mankind. The
second speaker was Sri Ajit Popat from London.
Sri Popat referred to Bhagavan’s educational
institutions, hospitals, water projects as Yajnas
which were providing spiritual education,
healthcare and social welfare for the progress
and prosperity of mankind. He exhorted all
to put their selfishness, greed and hatred in
the sacred Yajna fire, purify their hearts and
begin the Yajnas of healthcare, educare and
sociocare as demonstrated by Bhagavan by
His example.

Sri S.V. Giri, former Vice Chancellor, Sri
Sathya Sai Institute of Higher Learning was the
first speaker on 18th August 2006, this being
his second speech during the course of the
Yajna. Sri Giri felt that it was a rare opportunity
for all to listen to the chanting of Rudram in
a meticulously correct and rhythmic manner.
Not only was it being chanted 11 times daily
by 121 priests for 11 days, but the college and
school students were also chanting it along
with the priests, and hence it far exceeded the
number of 14,641 Parayanas prescribed for Ati
Rudra Maha Yajna. The speaker who spoke
after Sri Giri was Sri Gunaranjan Pemmaraju
from Bangalore. Sri Pemmaraju beautifully
described how the road of man’s journey of life

could become smooth and even when
the Right Hand Side (Royal Highway
to Sai) was equated with Left Hand
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Side (Love, Humility, Service) as in an equation
of mathematics. After these two speeches,
Bhagavan blessed the audience with another
nectarine Discourse. He also blessed two
renowned actresses, Smt. Sowcar Janaki and
Smt. Anjali Devi, to address the devotees.
Smt. Janaki paid glowing tributes to Bhagavan
for organising this soul-uplifting Yajna and
expressed her gratitude to Him for curing her
knees which had immobilised her and also for
cancelling the cancer of her daughter-in-law.
Smt. Anjali Devi who made the tele-film “Shirdi
Sai Parthi Sai Divyakatha” expressed gratitude
to Bhagavan for making her an instrument of
His Divine Mission and for permitting her to
perform the role of Mother Easwaramma in
this tele-serial.

The first speaker of 19th August 2006 was
SriB.N. Narasimha Murthy, Warden, Brindavan
Campus of Sri Sathya Sai Institute of Higher
Learning. Dwelling on the exalted ideals set
forth in the Vedas, the erudite speaker quoted
the celebrated poet Jayadeva who sang at the
beginning of his immortal work Gita Govinda:
“The revival of the Vedas and the survival of this
planet earth are interdependent.” Referring to
Bhagavan’s Divine Mission of Veda Poshana
(fostering of the Vedas), the learned speaker
said that it was the Divine Sankalpa (Will) of
Bhagavan to spread the universal wisdom of
the Vedas to all parts of the world, and added
that this was happening before our eyes
as witnessed by the entire gathering, how
perfectly the children from Iran, Russia and
America had chanted the Vedic Mantras in the
presence of Bhagavan.

The last speaker was Sri Vinay Kumar,
Youth Wing Coordinator of Sri Sathya
Sai Seva Organisation of Karnataka.
Sri Vinay Kumar thanked all who had
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helped in the organisation of the Yajna, and
added that the entire credit of the grandeur
and glory it acquired was solely and truly due
to Bhagavan Sri Sathya Sai Baba’s meticulous
planning, His direction and His advice at every
step. Sri Vinay Kumar concluded his talk with
a prayer to Bhagavan to make the youth of
India and the world effective instruments of His
Divine Mission. The programme of illuminating
talks which provided subtle insights into the
various aspects of spirituality, devotion and
Vedic wisdom to the mammoth gathering of
devotees by a galaxy of learned speakers
came to a close with this prayer of Sri Vinay
Kumar to Bhagavan.

Musical Presentations

A fine medley of captivating classical music,
devotional songs and instrumental music by a
galaxy of renowned musicians, child artistes
and the students of Sri Sathya Sai Institute of
Higher Learning enthralled the gathering in Sai
Kulwant Hall during the course of Ati Rudra
Maha Yajna. The first musical presentation was
made on the afternoon of 10th August 2006
by two talented child artistes. The programme
began with a classical song in praise of Lord
Siva rendered by the child artiste Karthik
Gyaneswar which earned him the appreciation
of the audience and blessings of Bhagavan
who showered His grace on him at the end of
the presentation and also materialised a gold
chain for him. The second presentation was a
masterly flute recital by the child artiste Akash
who showed great maturity and talent in his
captivating presentation.

Two excellent musical presentations were
made on the afternoon of 11th August 2006.
The first presentation was made by a

well-known musician, Sri O.S. Arun of

Chennai, who started with a prayer
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to Lord Ganesh, “Gayiye Ganapati Jaga
Vandana” and followed it up with Panchakshari
Mantra “Om Namah Sivaya” and three more
excellent songs in praise of Siva and Sai which
had a spellbinding effect on the audience. No
less spellbinding was the musical presentation
of Sri Sathya Sai Institute of Higher Learning
students who occupied the stage after the
conclusion of Sri Arun’s presentation. The very
first song of this presentation “Sivasankari
Sivanandalahari ...” had a captivating effect
on the audience. The students sang six
songs between themselves to the delight of
the entire audience and were greeted with a
thunderous applause at the end of each song.
Everyone in the audience was so lost in these
divine musical presentations that none took
notice of time as the programme stretched
up to 7.00 p.m. There was no trace of fatigue
on any face; instead, everyone displayed joy
and exuberance. The students of Sri Sathya
Sai Institute of Higher Learning made another
equally enthralling presentation of devotional
songs on the afternoon of 13th August 2006.
First three songs were in praise of Lord Siva
and