Chhatisgarh State, as part of the celebrations
of 82nd year of the Advent of Bhagavan Sri
Sathya Sai Baba. The Bhajan was held from
8.00 a.m. on 5th April to 6.00 p.m. on 8th April
at Rail Sanskrit Niketan, Bilaspur, where over
800 singers from all over the States of Madhya
Pradesh and Chhatisgarh apart from hundreds
of local devotees came and sang the glory of
our Beloved Bhagavan.

The stage was beautifully set and
decorated on the style of Prasanthi Mandir by
two devotees who offered their services for
the same, and it seemed every inch to be a
replica of Sai Kulwant Hall. A wide coverage
was given on a local TV channel, and a local
Hindi newspaper gave an exclusive full-page
coverage on Bhagavan Baba and His work.
A sales centre displaying photos and Sai
literature and a medical help centre were set
up.

A Sarva Dharma cake specially made for
this occasion was offered to our Beloved Lord
at the conclusion of the Akhanda Bhajan. Some
of the former students and a present student
of Bhagavan’s university at Prasanthi Nilayam
gave a treat of Bhajans on the last day. The
presence of Bhagavan was felt throughout the
Bhajan.

A section of the devotees who patrticipated in
the Akhanda Bhajan for 82 hours organised by
the Sai Organisation of Madhya Pradesh and
Chhatisgarh at Bilaspur in April 2007.

BEAGATAN RETURAS
PRASAIIE R ATAM

After showering bliss on thousands of
devotees at Kodaikanal for three weeks,
Bhagavan returned to Prasanthi Nilayam
on 18th May 2007. Earlier, Bhagavan left
Sai Sruthi, His Ashram at Kodaikanal,
at about 7.30 a.m. and reached Palani,
popular for the famous Subramania
Temple, at 9.30 a.m. After a brief halt
at Palani, Bhagavan left for Coimbatore
and reached there at about 12.30 p.m.
After blessing thousands of devotees at
Coimbatore, Bhagavan along with His
entourage boarded the chartered plane
at 2.30 p.m. and reached Prasanthi
Nilayam Airportat 3.30 p.m. It was indeed
a special boon for the people of Prasanthi
Nilayam as Bhagavan chose to return to
this valley of supreme peace after His
Kodai sojourn, deviating from His usual
practice of going to Brindavan.

The entire route of Bhagavan was
decorated with colourful flags, festoons
and welcome banners. Devotees in
large numbers lined up on either side
of the road and welcomed Bhagavan
by breaking coconuts, showering
flower petals on the car and offering
Arati. Bhagavan was received with
Poornakumbham, Veda chanting and
a welcome song when He entered Sai
Kulwant Hall at 4.00 p.m. Before retiring
to His residence, Bhagavan showered
the bliss of His Darshan on the devotees
assembled in Sai Kulwant Hall where
Arati was offered to Him.
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SAI GEETA
A DEVOTEE PAR EXCELLENCE

HAGAVAN’S BELOVED

elephant Sai Geeta which served Him

for over half a century and was part of
all celebrations at Prasanthi Nilayam for decades
breathed its last on 22nd May 2007. It was a
painless and peaceful end of a life dedicated totally
to Bhagavan whose motherly love and divine grace
it received in abundance all through its life. With
its death, a saga of unmatched, unique and sublime
love between Bhagavan and Sai Geeta came to an
end, filling the hearts of thousands of devotees with
a sense of irreparable loss.

Bhagavan came to its shed at 7.30 a.m. on 23rd
May 2007, materialised Vibhuti and sprinkled it on
its body. Later, Bhagavan came again at 10.30 a.m.

when a crane was requisitioned to put its body in
a specially made pit. The body was lowered into
the pit amidst Veda chanting and Bhajan singing
by the students of Sri Sathya Sai University while
Bhagavan stayed there for nearly two hours,
supervising the arrangements of its burial with full
honours.

Sai Geeta was a small calf when it was brought
to Prasanthi Nilayam. Though it had lost its mother
just after its birth, what it received from Mother
Sai was the love of a thousand mothers. In the
beginning, it was housed in a specially constructed
shed attached to the

Continued on cover page III ...

Sai Geeta, which was a common sight during all celebrations at Prasanthi Nilayam for decades, led a
life totally dedicated to Bhagavan.

226 June 2007




NCE SOME SANNYASINS (renunciants)
were walking along the bank of the
Ganga. Looking at the sublimely

0,

flowing Ganga, they were experiencing great
bliss. At one place, a hig depression was caused

Without caring how many times the scorpion

hit him, the renunciant ultimately succeeded in
saving its life.

due to fall of water from a great height, resulting
in the formation of foam there. From somewhere,
a scorpion came and fell into the foam. Seeing
this scorpion, one of the renunciants lamented,
“Ah! This scorpion is caught in the foam and is
not able to come out of it.” To save this scorpion,
the renunciant got into water and put his hand in
the foam. At once, the scorpion bit at his hand. He
again put his hand in the foam and the scorpion
again bit him. Even then the renunciant did not

leave his attempt to save the scorpion. Without

caring how many times it bit him, the renunciant
ultimately succeeded in bringing it to the bank.

Seeing this, the other renunciants commented,
“The scorpion did not stop biting you though you

CHINNA KATHA

were trying to save it. This indeed is its nature.
But you have taken great pains to save it!” Then
that renunciant replied, “Yes, this scorpion taught
me a good lesson about one’s true nature. It did
not forget its nature even when it was caught
between life and death. But | am a human being.
Kindness to all beings is man’s true nature. When
being a scorpion, it did not leave its nature, how
can |, being a human, leave my nature? By saving
this scorpion, | have merely manifested my true
nature. There is nothing so very special about it.”

Man can realise the truth of his reality only

| when he recognises his Dharma or true nature.

“When, being a scorpion it did not forget
its nature, how can I, being a human, leave
my nature?” said the renunciant to his
companions.
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HUMAN SOC

@@ ORK FOR THE WELFARE of
villages with firm resolve and
unity of purpose!” This was

Bhagavan’s message on 20th March 2007, the
sacred day of Ugadi. Inspired by the clarion call,
there has been intense activity across the land to
reach out to rural areas, solve their problems and
initiate projects for rural development. One of
the major problems of India is the supply of safe
drinking water to the people of villages. Bhagavan
in His mercy has provided water to the villagers of
Anantapur, Medak, Mahboobnagar, East and West
Godavari districts of Andhra Pradesh and the city
of Chennai in Tamil Nadu.

This year, villages surrounding Puttaparthi were
put to acute drinking water shortage. Taking note of
this, Bhagavan gave instructions to provide water to
the affected villages. Hence, a survey was conducted
to identify the villages which were facing drinking
water crisis. In four days, a list was prepared of
the villages and households and arrangements
were made to supply drinking water to the affected

villages with the help of a water tanker.

ERING TE

F ROOTS OF

ETY

Starting on 2nd of April 2007, volunteers

went round distributing drinking water to
the villagers. In the first phase, nearly 1,800
households in 15 villages including Veng-
alamma Cheruvu, Potulakunta, Bandlapalli,
Kotlapalli and other hamlets of Puttaparthi and
Kothacheruvu Mandals were served regularly. The
water supply would start at 6.00 a.m. in the morning
and would go on uninterrupted till 6.00 p.m. in the

evening.

Meanwhile, villagers from the villages of
Bukkapatnam Mandal prayed to Bhagavan to save
them from drinking water problem. In immediate
response to their request, He procured another huge
tanker of 24,000 litre capacity and gave instructions
to begin water supply by the second tanker from 2nd
May 2007. Thus, in the second phase, two tankers
began covering 24 villages, delivering water to
4,500 households.

It is indeed a great service to provide life-
sustaining drinking water to the thirsty. Bhagavan’s
grace and love have given a shape and direction

Sri Sathya Sai drinking water supply to villages surrounding Puttaparthi.
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to this service. The response to this service is also
heartening as perceived from the grateful greetings
of the villagers. As the tanker leaves a village,
the villagers express their gratitude to Bhagavan,
saying “Sai Ram! Sai Ram! Sai Ram!”

... Continued from page 216

defects, attachment and ego. A person cannot
become totally detached from everything unless
he gets rid of Abhimana and Ahamkara.” After
hearing her comment, the Sannyasi fell at the feet
of Ubhayabharati and begged pardon from her for
his defects. Ubhayabharati then said to him, “Dear
child! Now you have become a real renunciant.”

In this world, people follow diverse paths.
Lord Krishna imparted the knowledge of all these
paths and declared that the principle of love that
was present in all was the same in everyone.
Duryodhana and Dussasana harboured demonic
qualities. But Karna was not like that. He was

a man of noble qualities. He did not have even a
trace of ego and attachment. We should therefore
emulate Karna, develop noble qualities and shed
the demonic qualities represented by Duryodhana
and Dussasana. The students should hear only that
which is good, put it into practice, experience bliss
and share it with one and all. They should consider
this as their foremost duty.

— From Bhagavan’s Sivarathri Message in

Sai Kulwant Hall, Prasanthi Nilayam on 17th
February 2007.

... Continued from page 226

Prasanthi Mandir on the western side of the wall
from where Bhagavan could see it any time from
His bedroom. But as the number of devotees
increased, another shed was made for it on the
northern side of the Prasanthi Mandir where the
idols of Rama, Sita, Lakshmana and Hanuman are
now installed. However, its residence was shifted
again on the north-western corner of the Mandir
and later to Sri Sathya Sai Gokulam. As the number
of cows increased in Gokulam and the need was
felt to provide it more space and better attention, a
spacious high-rise shed was specially constructed
in front of the Senior Boys Hostel to accommodate
it. It was shifted to its present location in November
2006 when Sri Sathya Sai Indoor Stadium was
constructed.

Though, it was sent to a forest for nearly
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three months, it never mixed with other elephants.
On its return to Prasanthi Nilayam, some experts
predicted that it could give birth to a calf. But
nothing of this sort happened. It, as Bhagavan said,
was a perfect celibate. Though born as an animal,
it had no animal instincts, and its entire focus
throughout its stay at Prasanthi Nilayam for more
than 50 years was Bhagavan Sri Sathya Sai Baba. It
led its life as though it lived only for Bhagavan and
dedicated its life to Him with one-pointed devotion,
an example worth emulating by all human beings.
Sai Geeta was, no doubt, a devotee par excellence
who reached the pinnacle of devotion, surrender
and self-sacrifice in spite of its birth as an animal.





